[image: /Volumes/HomeFolder/Staff/16980/Branding/Brand Renewal 2015/New Office Files/NVSD Blog/NVSD_Blog_Header.png][image: /Volumes/HomeFolder/Staff/16980/Logos/NVSD logo/NVSD_logo_horizontal_white.png]Media Literacy Unit


Grade: 6

Subject: Social Studies/Language Arts

Big Idea: 
• Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our understanding of important events and issues.
• Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes to our ability to be educated and engaged citizens.

Key Concepts: 
• perspective

Content:
• presentation techniques
• take stakeholders’ perspectives on issues, developments, or events by making inferences about their beliefs, values, and motivations

Essential Questions: 
• Are photographs real?
• How does advertising effect our choices?
• Can media be unbiased? 

Curricular Competencies: 
• Respond to text in personal, creative, and critical ways
• Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to explore ideas within, between, and beyond texts
• Media technologies and coverage of current events

Summative Performance Assessments:

[image: Perfume Advert Deconstruction | Cumnock Media]Students deconstruct an advertisement or news story. 

• students can show “unreal” elements that have been photoshopped or staged 

• students can reflect on the bias in the text and/or how the advertisement impacted their willingness or desire to buy a product

• students can identify bias/sensationalism in the ad
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Ideas to Promote Inquiry through e-Learning:

1. [image: ]Gather student questions and wonderings. You can use on online tool, like Padlet or Microsoft Teams. 

2. Get students to reflect on their thinking using Thinking Routines. “Zoom In” and “I used to think… but now I think…”  are two simple, but powerful routines that could be used throughout this unit. 
[image: Zoom In - THINKING PATHWAYS]
[image: I used to think...Now I think - THINKING PATHWAYS]








3. Challenge your students to create “unreal” photographs using forced perspective photography. Later, have them reflect on their process and how they used perspective to make the viewer see something differently.  
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Questions to Consider:
What are the essential questions students need to answer? 
How are the essential questions connected to the performance/summative task? 
How can the summative task reflect authentic work connected to the areas of study/discipline?
What problem will the students solve?
Will the inquiry allow students to self-direct and have agency in their learning?
How can you augment or redefine the use of technology 
to enhance student learning?
What will the students be able to transfer to their next inquiry?
Online Instructional Model
The TRUDACOT Protocol (4 Shifts Protocol) assists educators with the (re)design of lessons, units, and instructional activities and to think about  
· deeper learning
· [image: TRUDACOT POSTER | Deep thinking, What is an infographic, Student work]greater student agency 
· more authentic work
· rich technology infusion.










Teaching Online:
BeginningLevel 1:  Continue using mail messaging, class blogs, Power Point, e-books, you tube videos, Google images, etc.  Begin to explore Microsoft Teams.
DevelopingLevel 2: Explore the functions of the Microsoft Teams platform (video, chat, meeting rooms, file sharing, etc.).
Practicing Level 3: Integrate additional digital technology tools (e.g. Padlet, Animoto, MindMup 2.0, Book Creator, Explain Everything, ShowMe, HaikuDeck, Camtasia, etc.) and explore educational streaming tools (e.g. Curio.ca).
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Ryan

Photographs, are interesting and
fascinating. They can be used for
jobs, or evidence of things that
people might want to know. But
people definitely have to be careful
about what there looking at. For
example, if your using a picture of
evidence. The person admiring the
picture might think it's real, but it is
maybe just found from the internet.
What would be really useful in that
case, would be something that could
easily figure out if a picture is fake or
not. With computers and technology
advancing so amazingly and fast.
Maybe they could use the intelligence
of computers to track what's fake or
not.
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Using photos as evidence is a really
interesting point. Do you think even "real”
photographs can be staged?
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Ella

Many photographers capture wildlife
and nature as well as cityscapes and
people, but some photos are altered
to make them look more perfect and
precise as the photographer would
like. So photos can be a mix of real
and fake at times.

1 comment

% Diana Morris Tm

How might the photographer's
perspective impact the way they might
alter the photograph?

% Add comment

Gemma

Photos are great because you can
take photos of special places and
look back a few years later and
remember that time but photos can
also be misleading. Pictures can be
entirely fake and look very real so
that could be a problem for
advertising. You can also edit photos
to make them more ‘better’ or crop
out certain people from the photo.
Overall, | think pictures are really cool
but you have to be careful about what
you think about them.
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% Diana Morris 5h

Great points, Gemma. How can we as
viewers and consumers of visual media,
like photographs, be more careful when it
comes to believing what we see? How
can we spot a fake?
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Mira

| think photographs don't capture
exactly what we see through our
eyes. Since technology is so
advanced we can make something
that's not real look like it is. Now that
anyone has the ability to do this
people can fake anything. Although
lots of photos look like the real thing
they certainly aren't the same.

1 comment

%' Diana Morris 5h

You're absolutely right - the ease and
availability of technology has certainly
made it easier to alter reality.
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Violet

A photograph is different from what
we see because even the best
cameras don't take in light like our
eyes do. But what we see isn't
necessarily what's real; the universe

is far beyond human comprehension.

Can we ever figure out what's "real"?
It all comes down to perspective.
There are cameras that can pick up
infrared light... so maybe that means
photographs are more real than
human vision! Until you use
photoshop.

3 comments

% Diana Morris 6h
Wow! This is fascinating Violet. You
make some excellent points about
human perception. :-)

@ Anonymous 6h
Thanks!:)

@ Anonymous 6h
| agree
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Look closely at the small portion of image that is revealed.
What do you see or notice?

What is your hypothesis or interpretation of what this might
be, based on what you are seeing?

Reveal more of the imoage.
What new things do you see?
How does this change your hypothesis or interpretation?
Has the new information answered any of your wonders or
changed your previous ideas?
What new things are you wondering about?

Repeat the reveal & question until whole image is revealed
What lingering questions remain for your about this image?

This roufine is a variation of See-Think-Wonder and asks learners to §
introducing

observe a gradual portions of an image closely and develop a hypothesis 8 Exploring
each fime. \deas
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| used to think...
But now | think...

| used o think ...

Now | think . ..

This routine helps students reflect on their thinking about a topic or issue
and explore how and why that thinking has changed. This routine also

develops students’ ability to identify and falk about their thinking itself.
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Are Photographs Real?

Start this week’s challenge by testing your knowledge between fakes
and photos: https://area.autodesk.com/fakeorfoto/

”

Your challenge: To create an “unrea
perspective photography.

photograph by using forced

Forced perspective is a technique which uses optical illusions to make
objects look farther away, closer, larger or smaller than they actually
are. It manipulates human visual perception through the use of scaled
objects and the correlation between them and the viewer.

You will submit your forced perspective photograph to our Assignment
page on the portal by Friday, May 15. Please include a brief write up
describing how you created your “unreal” photo.
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Some examples of forced perspective
photographs for inspiration. ©

Can’t wait to see the amazing
creations you come up with.





image7.jpeg
TRUDACOT is...

STUDENT AGENCY

Students initiate and are self - directed.
Students are primary drivers of Talk Time, Work
Time and Technology Usage.

COLLABORATIVE
Studt

TECHNOLOGY

Technology ADDS VALUE to student work
Technology does not overshadow/ become the
main focus of assignment, Digital Citizenship
creates empowered and appropriate leamers.
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